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. A BILL for eflablifbing RELI},G IOUS FREEDOM,
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e = printed for the confideration of the PEOPL E:* i'\ Do i
K ‘) - . ! ' . ‘;:;-.
ELL aware that the opinions and belief of men depend oot on their own will, but follow involanta- ‘

. rily the evidence propofed to their minds, that Alaighty God hatb created the mind feee, and
o manifefted his Supreme Will that free i Gall regain, by making it allogether Inl'ufc:r!u'le of

: reftraint: That all attempus to influcnce it by temponal punibment or barthens, or by cvil inces
} packations, tendl only w beget habiu of hypocrify and meamefs, and are n depariure from the plan of the holy

owwoe s~~~ = "

anthar of oar religlon, who being l.ord both of body and mind, yet chofe not 1o propagate it by coerclane oa
y' elther, 3¢ wasin bl »\lmlg:y power to do, but to cxtend it by its tafluence on reafun alone: That the boploas
A famption of legif1tors aud rulers, civil as well as cccldfiaflica), who, being themfelves Lut fallile and uoio:

. fpired men, have affumed dominion over the faith of other, (etting up their own ojinlans andl wodes of think- 4
~ ing, s theonly crue and infallible, and as fuch, endeavouriog Lo impofc them on othery, barh eflablithed and

- suainnined falfe religious aver the greateft part of the world, and through sl time: That 1o compel a ran, -,
[ o fumit contributions of moncy far the propagation of oplnlons which he didbelleves aod ebhery, i fisful and '
X%, eveanaical: That even the (orcing hin to fapport this er that teacher of Ns own religious perfuaGon, is
3 dep-iving him of the comfortible liberty of giving hb coutribations to the pavticolar paflgr whafe morals be - "
> would uike his paczern, aud whole powers he feels moft perfuafive to dglucoulnels, ad is withdrawisg from -,
) the Vi ukry thofe wwmporal rewards which,” proceeding from an approbation of thelr paifonal condutr, are, “

an additiond incitement o carneft and uoremitting labour fur the inftraion of manhindc That our dvil +
2 rights bave no depcudance on our religions oplalons, any more than on oar opinleas im phylicks ar goomerrya *
. Ta therefore the por{~ibing any citizen as waworthy the publick confidence, by laying upon him an
% fncapicity of Seing callell 1o offices of trult and emolument, unlefs he proflch or renounce this or ihatreligloms | ¥
¥ opinlna, ks depriviag him Injuriouflly of thole privileges and advantages to which, in commoo \ith ﬁt fcllow. * %

% dtrzeas be hue a nacural right: 1<n| it lcmr:‘alfo to carrup! the principles of that very religion iv/fs meant ]

\ 80 si00arage, by hebing with a monopol of wordly honours and cmolaments, thofe who will cktermally "0
: 32:. Thas though indeed thefe are aiminal who do not withland fuch temptatlon,

yet ncither are thofe limoctne who lay the balt in thelrway, Thatlhcopinisiis o men are not thy Rgedt of:
- civil governmeat, aor ander Ity jurifdiction: -That to Gffér (he civil Magiltrate to intrude his powers intothe -
field of opinion, and to reltealn the profeffian or propagation of prnciples on fuppofition of their Il sendency,.
;s a dangerous fallacy, which at once deftroys all religlous lberty; beenu(c be heing of cowrfe Judge of thac 'Y
i . gendency wilt nake his v opinions the gule of judgracut, and approve or condemu the fentimenta of others .

. . culyasthey tall fuare with, or differ from his own: That ic ls Ume enough for the rightful patrpofcs of

€ cwl govermmeat for lts officers 10 ioter(cre when principles brcak out Into overtacts agalnR peace and good ¥

.- orders Aod fiaally, that truth s greac and wil) prevail if lefe to herfelf; that (he is the proper and fuflident .
) antsgonilt to evroar, snd has notblog to fear from the con unlefs by homan interpolitoo, difs ed of hex ' 4
.., mataral wea free argument and debate; errours cnrusg W be dangeroms when it 1s permitt ecly xo 4‘
Lo

: contradi} them. . 5
" . * WE the Geaeral Aflehlly of Virgisis do ema®, that oo man flull be compelled to frequemt of Mapport
(
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3\ any religoas Worftdp place or Minlftry whatfoever, nor fall be enforced, reftrained, moldlled, or prthened )
= in his body or goods, nar (hall otherwife faffer on account of bls religious opinlons or belicf, but thatallmen .
{ Qlall be frec to profes, and by argument to malntaln their opinions in matters of religion, and thagghe Gme 4
, . Ohall in no wife diqinifh, , or affe® wheir dvil capackies. . ! g
M- AND thongh we well imow that this Aflembly, eleCted by the people for the ordinary purpofes of fegilladoa -~ |

X4

only, have oo 20 reltrain the a&s of fi ing Affepblles, confituted with powers | 1o our own, .|’
R 224 that therefore to dedlare this 3& o ie ok be oF p eicftin Jaw; yet we are free t dedbire, and

) - do declare, thac the rights hereby aflerted are of the natural rights of mankind, and that if any a4. fMlall be - 3
¢ *  beveafice pafied to repea) the prafens, & o DATVW ity OpEIton,

fach a& will be an Infringement of patiral | £
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